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David Hughes is an earth scientist who has studied the energy resources of Canada for

four decades, including 32 years with the Geological Survey of Canada as a scientist

and research manager. He developed the National Coal Inventory to determine the

availability and environmental constraints associated with Canada’s coal resources.

As Team Leader for Unconventional...

The Problem with EIA Shale Gas and Tight Oil Forecasts - Resilience http://www.resilience.org/stories/2018-04-03/the-problem-with-eia-shale...

5 of 12 5/17/2018, 9:18 AM



4 Comments Resilience Login1

Share Sort by Best

LOG IN WITH OR SIGN UP WITH DISQUS

Join the discussion…

?

• Reply •

mjgould • a month ago

There is one word often used is articles on tight oil which pretty well sums up the whole tight oil

scenario: PLAY.

• Reply •

mulga mumblebrain • a month agomjgould

'The play's the thing'.

• Reply •

Tony • a month ago

The EIA not getting it right, why aren't the ASPO/ David Hughes/ Resilience.org estimates from

back when such things done right substituted in instead? Surely the EIA can be shown the error of

their ways by someone who did a better job predicting the shale revolution showing up and

demonstrating how they did just that, and why their numbers should be used instead?

Also, that last graph seems to line up with something very important, which is a geologic study

done by the USGS that wasn't known during the prior AEOs. So maybe the EIA has access to top

notch geologists like them and are simply incorporating the best geologic knowledge available? Is

there geology that can be presented to the EIA to convince them that the geology of the USGS is

incorrect?

Rockdoc • a month agoTony

The USGS assessed a mean estimate of 19.9 billion barrels of undiscovered technically

recoverable oil in 2016 (ie. economics unproven) . The EIA's projection counts on

RECOVERING 21.9 billion barrels from 2016-2050, at which time the EIA projects

Wolfcamp production will be near an all-time high of 2.2 million barrels per day, implying that

at least another 20 billion barrels are left to recover (assuming 2050 is the peak year with a

bell-shaped production profile). So, the EIA is assuming far more oil will be recovered than

the USGS estimate of undiscovered resources.

The EIA's estimate of proven reserves plus unproven resources as of July 2017 for the

Wolfcamp was 11.8 billion barrels. So the AEO2018 is suggesting 87% more than this will

be recovered by 2050 and implies that nearly four times its own estimate will ultimately be

recovered (21.9 by 2050 and 20 billion barrels post-2050).

I th l th EIA l f il d ill b d th th USGS
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